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Innovation and Great Design made 

Detroit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Power, Beauty, Soul:  

Will make Detroit Great, again… 
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The City of Detroit was planned in an era when advanced technologies were the 

Tee-Square, Triangle, and the Land 

Surveyor’s Transit.  Back then vehicles 

designed by the best engineers in Detroit 

don’t come close to how vehicles have 

evolved today.  New techniques, materials 

and technologies have transformed the 

auto industry.  Imagine if the foundation 

(chassis) of the Model T Ford had 

remained unchanged in today’s cars. 

The City of Detroit was designed by the best planners and civil engineers of the 

day, yet its foundation is based upon knowledge and technology of the Model T 

era.  The foundation (chassis) of Detroit is the obsolete design of local streets and 

utilities of the late 1800’s and early 1900’s.   Detroit needs an innovative 

approach to redevelopment if there is any hope to succeed and become great 

again.  To succeed it must not only compete, but offer significant advantages over 

the suburban areas nearby Detroit in living standards, affordability, openness, 

efficiency, and environmental responsibility.  To continue to hold onto the 

existing chassis from an obsolete era of planning would be futile. 

Our proposal is not based upon untested theory, but instead by market proven 

demonstrated design and construction methods used in over 800 developments 

in 46 States and 18 Countries touching people of all income levels. 

We propose a solution that can and will get built in an economically sound 

manner. 

Chevrolet’s new C7 Corvette could never be built had the prerequisite be they 

had to preserve as much material and design of their 1920 Touring Car.  However, 

we can utilize existing materials, infrastructure, and housing stock using our 

solution, but only where it makes economic, environmental, and social sense. 
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Who is the ‘we’? 

We have four leaders who represent the following major areas: 

Jamil Ford:    Architectural and home re-use solutions in urban renewal. 

Rick Harrison:   Pioneering Planning and Software Technology. 

SEH Consulting: Innovative solutions in Civil Engineering. 

Skip Preble:  Financial analysis and land use determination. 

Our group forms a collaboration which began many years ago. We are  dedicated 

to providing market driven solutions which reduce, and for new growth, eliminate 

the need for subsidized funding to be both affordable and profitable.   

To help you understand what our team will do for the rebirth of Detroit, we 

present a small section of the Brightmoor area as an example.  Keep in mind that 

this study is solely to serve as an example harnessing existing studies and reports, 

comments in the press that we had access to, and from site visits Jamil Ford had 

with Kirk Mayes of the Brightmoor Alliance. 

Had this study been an actual contracted job, the attention to detail would be at a 

final construction scope with exacting land use, cost analysis, engineering, 

housing and materials re-use, and marketing plan for investment and sales. 

Our collective expertise and vast experience provides market proven innovative 

approaches forming a common vision to rebuild Detroit.  We promise the highest 

living standards while protecting the existing residents desire to raise their 

families with a minimum of economic burden.   In addition our solutions will 

reduce the maintenance burden of the existing Detroit infrastructure 

approximately in half.  The funds saved in maintenance will be used to help create 

a world class public safety and educational system, also needed to make the 

rebuilding of Detroit a success. 
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Architectural Innovation & Design  

 

 

 

Urban Renewal that spurs jobs –  
 

In order to address jobs, one of the major hardships of Brightmoor we must 
respect the people within the community first. This speaks directly to the people 
that live in the community and are in need of better training, skills, education and 
an opportunity. This does not leave out the inspiring entrepreneur or small 
business that is striving to go to the next level.  
 
By developing a master plan that is successful, Brightmoor must have a stable 
environment that speaks to Commercial activity, Education, Housing, Jobs & 
Workforce Training, Public Art, Public Parks and Transportation (local & regional). 
Therefore, we cannot follow back on an insufficient plan that has a huge cost to 
the city, residents and businesses.  
 
More recently there has been great headwinds in removing a lot of blight 
throughout Brightmoor, specifically through the removal of dilapidated properties 
and discouraging illegal dumping. By creating a successful plan moving forward, 
we will provide a new approach on how to solve the cities financial debt as well as 
putting people to work all in the same time period. One sound approach that we 
will commit to is the ability to go beyond the existing efforts, which means 
evaluating and removing existing utilities and infrastructure.  
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By doing this we will provide the opportunity to partner with the Department of 
Labor to deliver the necessary tools and resources to 
help the City of Detroit to offer entry level jobs and 
any necessary skills to help assist in the demolition 
efforts. This will result in the ability to help individuals 
that might have criminal records, little to no skills or a 
long work history to establish a positive report. Thus, 
residents will be able to work their way up in the 
workforce and provide themselves with a disposable 
income that can support a local economy in 
Brightmoor. Urban farms should not be constrained by 
roads or other forms of barriers that restrict larger 
efforts from happening. If planned correctly, 
community gardens and other associated services 
can begin serving local restaurants, residents, 
schools and businesses. This will also result in 
more jobs.  
 
If we want to reassure ourselves this model will work 
we need a committed effort by local businesses, 
organizations, institutions and the public sector to 
commit a percentage of their jobs and resources in the City of Detroit. There must 
be a culture that supports buy local, hire local and live local. By doing so you will 
have a community that respects their environment and will attract others to want 
to invest in the community.  
 
Community Preservation  
 
Laying out the plan in Brightmoor will be very mindful of existing structures that 
have a significant presence in the community either through cultural ties, 
architectural significance, historical context and other human factors that may 
exist. In special cases, these parcels will be preserved and designed to support 
existing and future use. In cases where residents are isolated and want to stay in 
their homes, one strategy for existing residents can be to offer them the 
opportunity to swap out their property for another location within the 
community. In the case of a home owner that wants to reside in their home 
without leaving the community they can opt to have their home moved into a 
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new location that will have a newly poured foundation, new high energy 
efficient utilities, new windows, a new roof and other possibilities that 
will help the overall beautification of the community. By taking this 
approach, existing residents can have options on 
the table other than imminent domain.  
 
Brightmoor Architecture  
 
Through the integration of planning and 
architecture as a foresight Brightmoor will 
set high standards for the overall 
community’s aesthetics, character, 
identity and attraction. Architectural 
blending with the landscape will be significant 
in planning this community. The overall sense of place, arrival and how one is 
oriented through viewpoints, view corridors through the landscape/water or by 
connected bodies of unique places of discovery.  
 
Through a sense of discovery, place making and how one resides in space, 
innovation will exist inside and outside the wide range of structures throughout 
the community. This will be demonstrated through building materials, 
telecommunications/electronics, public art, lighting, landscaping and 
infrastructure. Some of the tools that will be integrated for 
use are solar, wind, geo-thermal and smart 
electronics.  
 
Architecture will be demonstrated through the 
built environment and a landscape that serve the 
human purpose, creating an opportunity to share space and 
connect with one another. By creating a community like such, this 
will promote individuals to continuously grow. Through 
community engagement and a shared vision, the architecture will 
reflect a community that is state of the art. By reducing a large 
amount of the existing infrastructure, this will allow the City of Detroit to invest 
back into a housing stock that can have economic benefits to existing and future 
residents. In the community you will have single family residents, multi-family, 
low-rise, mid-rise and one high-rise that support green technologies.  
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Located in the heart of the residential area, residents will have access to a 
Welcome House that is sure to become the hub of the community. Including a 
community pool, play areas for children, activity center, shared office space, on-
site nursing office and much more. The residential area will be connected to a 
vibrant small scale shop, dine and entertainment hub. This area will be defined by 
a community greenway that supports bicycling, walking, jogging and a community 
circulator that also ties medical practices, institutions and other office facilities to 
the area.  
 
As this portion of the community is developed, there will be key connections that 
encourages existing neighboring communities to gain equity not only by its 
adjacency but through thought out community edges and clear pathways that 
invite others to share access to public space and feel as welcomed as any other 
resident within the community. This will also support future efforts that spur 
growth in neighboring communities and compliment all of the efforts of 
downtown, midtown and other planned developments around the city. 
  

Community Attributes 
 
Lakes and creeks  

 Recreational use – fishing, boating, etc.  

 Sense of arrival & Destination  

 Capture Views  

 Connect lakes through chains of waterways  

 Create an urban voyage for youth and families  
 
Urban Landscape  

 Greenway – Bicycle & Walking paths, shared (public) green space  

 Open green space for recreational play  

 Wetlands & Rain Gardens for storm water run-off and filtration  

 Designated flower gardens  

 Urban farming and greenhouses  

 Amphitheater built into the landscape  

 Programmed spaces that support safety  
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Planning Innovation & Design  

 

Architecture and planning merge to elevate design because the technology we 

harness today provides options that would have been impossible to duplicate 

only a few decades ago.  This new era of city planning was used to create a 

neighborhood that would preserve what could and should be retained while 

creating a standard that would exceed the economics, living standards, and 

beauty of the suburbs that Detroit previously could not compete with. 

Our study is just to demonstrate what can be made possible today, and in the 

near future. 

The subject area we used for the study has established facilities that not only 

should be preserved, but also enhanced.    They serve as a foundation for the 

community.  It is critical that this church going population maintain its roots, thus 

every Church is important, as well as every existing community center and school.  
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When rebuilt, every facility, and every existing resident that stays will end up with 

a larger tract of land than what they currently own. 

The vision for the Lyndon Greenway has been incorporated.  The proposed 

greenway has few vehicular conflict points making it safe and convenient. 

In this new era of community building, architecture and planning merge to 

provide living spaces that coincide with adjacent open spaces around every home 

and structure.  Every interior living areas and window locations are positioned to 

create expansive panoramic 

views within each home.  

Without the technology and 

pioneering methods of 

design, the merging of 

interior and exterior space on 

a mass scale was previously 

unthinkable.  Today it is 

routine.   



IDG - Brightmoor Redevelopment Page 10 
 

Outer Drive becomes 

enhanced with its 

graceful meandering 

lanes and trails 

where research 

centers provide 

employment and 

new focus for 

reinvestment adding 

high quality jobs in 

technological 

innovation.     

The things that were once unique Detroit advantages can be replicated today.   

Commercial centers become Neighborhood Marketplaces that enhance 

residential values, while providing both local and regional services.  These are all 

located along the circular main trail. 
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Our clean slate approach will remove excessive infrastructure and retain critical 

transportation routes.  What this does is reduce the maintenance burden of the 

Detroit infrastructure upwards of 70% while providing hundreds of acres in 

additional buildable land.  This practical approach to redevelopment solves many 

of the financial roadblocks to rebuilding blighted cities. 

Instead of the 

pedestrian system 

intermixing closely 

with vehicular 

traffic, (something 

which also 

expensive, 

unattractive, and 

dangerous), we 

separate the two 

systems as much as practical.  

This unique approach to planning cities places a priority on walking, biking and 

neighborhood interaction. 
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The pedestrian system becomes a main design priority providing convenient 

connections through the region by foot or by bike, while also providing ever 

changing vistas for those that will experience the pleasures of a stroll about. 

The internal street system is designed to minimize conflict points that destroy 

flow which increases travel time and energy consumption.   

Each neighborhood is unique, 

and every neighborhood 

respects a residents desire to 

feel special, no matter what 

their income or social status. 

Another critical component is 

to reduce and eliminate the 

visual impact of parked 

vehicles, especially as the 

income level lowers.   

Vehicular blight is a blemish that can destroy neighborhood character.   
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High rise housing is positioned to provide high density without feeling dense.  The 

impression of density overall will be much LESS than that of the surrounding 

suburbs.  Someone would have to drive long distances to the rural edges of 

Detroit to get the same expansive open spaces that most residents will feel 

looking out their windows, walking along the varied paths, and driving within and 

along the neighborhood. 

Yet the overall density of this Brightmoor (and blight less) neighborhood will be 

much higher than the housing it replaces! 

The view above is typical of what families would see out their front porch every 

day!  Note that the single family homes we used for this study are Pulte Homes. 

Pulte is already funding much of the cleanup of this area shown in this picture 

above.  This is not some view carefully positioned in a particular location to create 

an image that would be a rarity, but one of the views normal for the typical family 

living within the neighborhood.  None of the competing nearby (within a 30 

minute drive) suburban developments can compete with this overall expansive 

and attractive advantage, especially at the projected affordability levels. 
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Minneapolis – a City of Lakes is one of the most vibrant, safe and livable cities 

today, even with winters that are harsh and taxes that are even harsher.  Yet, year 

after year, this frigid area continues to grow and flourish against incredible odds. 

Some think Detroit’s solution is to plow under the homes and create farms along 

the urban gridded streets, something which still burdens the city with 

infrastructure maintenance.  Our proposal suggests a city of large ponds, not 

quite the scale of the Minneapolis lakes, but a large enough scale to be physically 

and economically viable.  Residents of Detroit’s suburbs must venture far out to 

experience lake living, our proposal reverses the trend, and maintains 

affordability important to retain the existing population who wish to stay. 

The Outer Drive Experience: 
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Another place we created a unique sense of place is along a renewed Outer Drive. 

The meandering lanes and pathways will be a first and unique in the region.  The 

wide trails connect both residential districts and commercial uses. 

 

Just North East of Brightmoor is suggested that Outer Drive become the center for 

Medicine and research, we propose to expand that agenda and make Outer Drive 

the center for research in technology to create a more sustainable world.  This 

new identity of Outer Drive requires a commitment from the various companies 

located in Michigan to provide both office space and employment.  Blended 

within this employment district will be retail and other services.  Outer Drive then 

becomes a destination and is walkable from the housing we are proposing. 

Successful commercial design must be convenient to both car and truck traffic, as 

well as for pedestrians.  Detroit is not San Diego, its winters are dreary, wet, and 

slippery, thus, the community must serve both systems well. 
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The design of the non-residential areas must also invite and welcome use from 

the surrounding and adjacent neighborhoods.  For this, we design using 

Neighborhood Marketplace design methods which create a dynamic that blends 

both residential and commercial uses in a way that increases function while 

eliminating barriers. 
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Density: 

Within the circular trail there are 139 acres of residential land.  We indicate a 134’ 

wide right-of-way for the parkway, and the north/south collector has an 80’ wide 

right-of-way.  These two main collectors consume 13.5 acres.  Existing community 

facilities, church property and school in the circle consumes 6.2 acres. Ponds 

consume 26 additional acres within the residential circle.  The net buildable area 

remaining is 93 acres, which also includes park land outside the ponds. 

Within that 93 acres are 97 BayHomes, as shown above, providing maintenance 

free living for residents who desire a single family home but do not want the 

maintenance.  The BayHomes used in this study range from affordable units to 

upper income housing.  Every one used in this study feature panoramic views, 

first floor master, traditional architecture, and have two or three car garages.  

What is interesting about the size of the BayHomes, is that it is similar to many of 

the older traditional homes in the Detroit region.  It is possible that some of the 

homes worth saving can be upgraded and moved to a BayHome lot and not look 

out of place. 
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Also within the remaining 93 acres are 148 single family homes.  These are 

situated on lots with a minimum 70’ wide frontage along a meandering front 

setback line.  Homes can be designed to create vast panoramic interior views. 

The method of design called coving provides a feeling of very low density without 

sacrificing yield.  The meandering and varied setbacks combined with gracefully 

undulating walks create an ever changing landscape unlike any existing 

neighborhood within a 100 mile radius of this site!   

Coordination of architecture, landscaping, and neighborhood theme provides the 

ability to intermix housing types and price points without an apparent change in 

demographics.  Hard lines between “us and them’ so prevalent in the lower 

Michigan region (when neighboring developments abut) is eliminated. 

In addition to single family housing, there are 132 row-type townhomes designed 

by Mobilize Design, which are staggered to provide panoramic views from every 

unit.  This innovative approach to design increases the living standard unlike any 

other townhome unit being offered in the Detroit suburban region, yet these are 

the affordable housing units! 
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Situated at the southeast area of the circle, these homes are conveniently located 

to the main circular trail, the existing school, church, and community center, as 

well as the parkway. 

There are two residential towers within the circle. Each floor of the north tower 

would provide 24 units, and although the height can vary, we are indicating 20 

floors for a total of 480 rental units. 
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Also very unique is the mixed-use office and residential tower situated within a 

lake.  The main four levels contain a parking garage and offices with 14 residential 

floors above the garage and office area.  There are 13 residential units on each 

floor with a center area for atrium or other varied use within a hallway.    This 

tower contains 182 total units.  These would be considered more luxury units.   As 

you can see above, views overlooking the sculpted design of the residential area 

are quite nice, with enough distance between towers to assure privacy, and views 

over the lake surrounding the tower would be competitive with any high rise unit 

within hundreds of miles. 

Coved Single Family Homes   148 

Single Family BayHomes      97 

Townhomes      132 

High Rise Units     662 

Total Units             1,039   Density:   11.17 units/acre 

Note the above net density also includes the pocket parkland outside the pond 

surface area! 



IDG - Brightmoor Redevelopment Page 21 
 

Significantly reduced public street burden 

 

The volume of public paved surface area plummets.  Much of the Detroit area 

economic problems stem from maintaining the overly abundant paved surfaces, 

serving very few residents.  The ratio of the paving to home living area in urban 

areas is typically 1:4… for every square foot of home footprint there is 4 square 

feet of paving to serve that unit! 

Our solution is to eliminate as much paved surface area as possible and make 

every square foot count.  Additionally, there is a significant reduction in sewer 

main length as well as storm water run-off.  This not only eliminates internal run-

off problems but helps alleviate surrounding regional run-off excess. 

The traffic patterns flow reducing time and energy in transit.  Essentially we have 

created Prius energy efficiency and economics, Volvo safety, with the elegance 

and beauty of an Aston Martin.   
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Innovation in Engineering 

 

 

Civil Engineers are stereotypically known for their no nonsense approach to 

design of streets and utilities but rarely are they thought of to be innovative.  Our 

systems being built today are not all that much different than the streets, sewers, 

dirt-work, etc. than when the Brightmoor area was first constructed.  Sure, 

material may have improved as we no longer build with clay pipe, but the basic 

formulas have remained stable for centuries.  Civil Engineers are adverse to risk, 

yet change will always require some form of risk.  When the Brightmoor area 

began initial construction life expectancy was just over 50 years, but because of 

advances in medicine, we are expected to enjoy our 80’s.  If civil engineering does 

not embrace change, then our cities life expectancy may be unintentionally 

shortened, and Short Elliott & Hendrickson has proven to be an industry leader 

for change leading to more sustainable growth and redevelopment.   

The best planning the world is often held at the mercy of engineers that lack the 

creatively to implement the artistry and vision of the land plan.  SEH strives to be 

different by assigning the best and 

brightest engineers that have the ability to 

put linear thinking aside and develop 

engineered plans that deliver the type of 

projects that truly achieve a feeling of place 

for the residents of today and tomorrow.  

“Building a Better World for All of Us”® is 

more than a slogan, it is a methodology to 

engineering plans that go beyond function. 
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Nearly all land development for the last 50 years 

has been driven by the desires of the developer 

to maximize density while blindly accepting the 

standards for design of the community.  The 

standards for the community are routinely 

applied to the land plan without questioning the 

impact on the residents, community, or 

developer (the stakeholders). This mindset has 

lead to land developments that, over time, lose 

their value and appeal to the residents and 

society.   

This behavior can be classified as the “Because we have always done it that way” 

syndrome – a direct result of not focusing on those who will call this subdivision 

home.  This syndrome can easily be identified as you drive through communities.  

In the past, engineers were primarily trained in the design of roadways.  As a 

result, subdivision design was centered on vehicles and traffic.  There is simply no 

thought about how the residents will live, work, and play within the community 

that they reside.  

The outcome is 

much like that of 

the current 

Brightmoor area 

with many 

undesirable and 

long lasting effects. 

The engineering process at SEH, much like the 

planning process of Rick Harrison Site Design 

Studio, is a reversal of the typical model for 

land development.  Innovation starts with 

engineering focused on the home site, 

developing holistic site plans.   



IDG - Brightmoor Redevelopment Page 24 
 

The center of the engineering process entails proper management of storm water 

runoff related to the proposed development.  The design of the streets is 

postponed until the third phase of the design process rather than leading the 

process.  This design approach achieves three essential outcomes that should be a 

part of any sound development; resident friendly, elevates community standards, 

and profitability for the developer.   

 

In simple terms, SEH designs subdivisions that focus on people, planet, and profit.  

The following table summarizes how this approach creates value across the entire 

spectrum of those involved in developing, approving, and living in a properly 

planned subdivision. 

 

 

 

 

 Currently A New Beginning 

Residents:   
- Feeling of Place Limited Absolutely 

- Park Access Remote Connected 

- Rear Yard Privacy None Spacious 
- Investment Value Stagnant Increasing 

- Pedestrian focus Limited Abundant Opportunities 
   

Community:   

- Life-Cycle Maintenance 100% Approximately 75% 
- Snow/Ice Expense 100% Approximately 75% 

- Assessed Value 100% Approximately 105% 
- Perception by others Normal Progressive 

   
Developer:   

- Improvement Expense 100% Approximately 75% 

- Lot Revenue 100% Approximately 110% 
- Time on Market Supply/Price Driven Competitive Advantage 
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The reduced infrastructure and street right of way have a positive effect on all of 

the stakeholders.  The reduction in street right of way creates the opportunity for 

larger lots and more open space for the residents. The reduction in streets and 

infrastructure decreases the burden on the community for associated 

maintenance in perpetuity.  The developer benefits from lower funding 

requirements and lots that are highly sought after by the consumer. 

 

Street systems in traditional and new urban developments have significant impact 

on the overall safety within a development.  The abundance of 4-way 

intersections causes a significant increase in the points of conflict between 

vehicles.   

The traffic safety increases by nearly a 

factor of four by simply converting 

intersections from 4-way designs to a 

“T” format.  The land planning 

techniques proposed as part of the 

Brightmoor redevelopment will 

significantly reduce the number of 4-

way intersections.   

 

The need for intersections in a curvilinear design is lessened due to the flowing 

nature of the streets.  With the reduction in intersections, the residents will also 

significantly reduce the fuel consumption required to negotiate their way home 

through the elimination of multiple stop/start requirements that are typical in 

traditional designs. 

 

The most significant advance in engineering in the past 30 years is in the area of 

storm water management.  When Brightmoor was conceived and constructed 

storm water management was not a consideration.  The resultant runoff 

associated with land development was an afterthought that was handled in a very 

simplistic manner.   
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The storm sewer system became a 

conduit for transporting runoff 

directly into the adjacent streams, 

rivers, and lakes.  This lead to 

erosion of the stream banks due to 

high fluctuation in flows, decreased 

water quality, and degradation of 

the eco-system.   

The portion  of the Rouge River that flows through the Brightmoor area shows 

significant signs of all of the above.  Any redevelopment of the area should 

employ the knowledge and foresight that has been gained in storm water 

management. 

 

SEH views the design and management of storm water not just from a regulatory 

compliance standpoint, but also from a value-add perspective.  Storm facilities 

can easily be incorporated into the 

site open space and park areas to 

provide aesthetically pleasing and 

functioning amenities to the 

development.  In our designs we 

make these storm water facilities the 

show pieces of the community 

utilizing the areas as landscaped 

features for the enjoyment of the 

residents.   

The net result of this attention to stormwater management will also have a 

significant on the Rouge River and the downstream waterways.  Water clarity will 

improve, stream banks will stabilize, and the eco-system that was native to the 

area will have the ability to be restored.  This will attract resdients from the 

community to again enjoy the Rouge River corridor greenspace that currently is 

under utilized. 
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SEH is a leader in engineering subdivisions with an eye to the future for how the 

residents will use the development.  Engineer’s role in the development industry 

is quite simple - take the vision of the community and planner turning into realty.  

“Building a Better World for All of Us”® is more than just a slogan for our 

company and employees, it is a commitment to move forward on a very 

passionate and professional level. 
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Financial Innovation & Design  

 

Conventional financial modeling for the rebuilding of Detroit does not apply. 

Simply using Census data would lead one to think the solution is simply to return 

Detroit to the natural state it was before development. 

Yet city after city leave land use decisions to planners. These same planners lack  

understanding of the financial realities that can make or break a plan of regrowth.  

It is easy to have a rebirth of a city when subsidies in tax breaks and hundreds of 

millions of dollars of foundation grants are thrown in.  Even then redevelopment 

without a proper economic analysis to determine ‘what to build’ is a gamble, and 

one with very low odds. 

Financial modeling is critical in any new land development to determine what is 

the best use of the land.  Will that duplex proposal in Cass Lake be successful, or 

will another form of housing be a better choice to profitability?  Whether it’s a 10 

acre site in Cass Lake, or a 600 acre redevelopment area in Brightmoor, there will 

be a more viable solution than simply choosing a land use because it looks good in 

a pastel color on a land use map. 

Make no mistake, there can be no mistake.  If the first real development effort 

fails in the rebirth of Detroit, there may never be a second chance.  On the flip 

side, should the development not just be successful and become a seed for 

growth, it will surely foster private investment from around the world when this 

first effort is actually profitable.  Can it really happen?  Absolutely. For example, 

Bogota, Colombia which was once far worse off than Detroit on many levels of 

dysfunction is experience an economic boom and has become a livable city.  

Bogota attracts worldwide investors, so why can’t Detroit.  But it will take much 

more than a pretty plan, even though ours is exceptionally pretty, it will take a 

solid financial model.  That is what we excel at. 
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The Brightmoor area was an ideal place to start the study of how we can create 

the catalyst for growth in Detroit.   

We choose Brightmoor because of the location, the desire for residents to remain 

in the community they are passionate about and enhance their desire for 

community and a yard they can call their own.  This is balanced with the current 

high density intense development efforts in place.  We merge both desires to 

create a well balanced solution for a wide variety of needs. 

 


